VANCE MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
905 National Road, Wheeling, West Virginia 26003
Church Telephone: (304) 232-0980
Fax: (304) 232-0982

vancechurch.org

12t Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2026 = 10:00 a.m.

Lectionary Selections of Scripture for this Sunday:
Genesis 45:1-15 ~ Psalm 133
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 ~ Matthew 15:(10-20)21-28

Vance Memorial Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
is a welcoming, active, community-oriented,
theologically Reformed congregation
where all people are celebrated and valued
as we worship the Triune God, engage in mission,
and serve our community and beyond.



Gathering around God’'s Word

PRELUDE & CHIMES
GREETINGS and ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL to WORSHIP (Psalm 67)

Liturgist: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make God's face
to shine upon us, that your way may be known upon earth, your saving
power among all nations.

All: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
Liturgist: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the
peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth.

All: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
Liturgist: The earth has yielded its increase; God has blessed us.

All: May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth
revere the Lord.

OPENING PRAYER

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that,
forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what is before, we
may run the way of your commandments and win the crown of
everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

F$OPENING HYMN of PRAISE My Faith Looks Up to Thee, GtG 829

CONFESSION and time of self-examination (Romans 11:32) (congregation
may be seated)

Leader: The apostle Paul says that we are “imprisoned in disobedience,”
but that God is merciful to all. We live amid the tension of knowing that
the Lord is quick to forgive and recognizing that we need to be forgiven.
We also live amid the tension of knowing that, through Christ, all things
are being made new and recognizing that our broken world needs to be
transformed. From the discomfort of this tension, let us offer a prayer of
confession.

All: (Romans 11, Isaiah 56) Merciful God, your world cries out. The fruits
of our disobedience are harming your creation. You tasked us to be
good stewards of your creation and we have fallen short. You
challenged us to love God and love our neighbor, and we have failed
to show that love. You promise to bring all people joyfully together
in a house of prayer on your holy mountain. We find ways to stay
apart. Bring us together, O Lord. Empower us with a spirit of love for
you and love for all our neighbors. Help us live lives of service to you
so that all your children will know your peace. Forgive us when we
fall short and continue to transform your world, leading us to your
promised kingdom.

SILENT PRAYER of CONFESSION



SUNG RESPONSE Help Us Accept Each Other, GtG 754

DECLARATION OF PARDON (Romans 11:29)

Leader: Paul writes: "I ask, then, has God rejected God's people? By no
means! For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.” God has
shown us mercy and God will be merciful to all. Hear and believe this good
news: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

All: Amen.

38 GLORIA PATRI Glory Be to the Father, GtG 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

3 PASSING the PEACE of CHRIST
May the Peace of Christ be with you! And also, with you!

Encountering God’'s Word

38 SONG of ILLUMINATION
There's a Wideness in God's Mercy, GtG 435

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

The ANTHEM

Mighty to Save
Words and Music by Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan
Choral Setting by Patrick Tierney

Everyone needs compassion,
a love that's never failing,
let mercy fall on me.

Everyone needs forgiveness,
the kindness of a Savior,
the Hope of the nations.

REFRAIN:
Savior, He can move the mountains!
My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save!
Forever, Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave,
Jesus conquered the grave.

So take me as you find me, all my fears and failures,
fill my life again, | give my life to follow,
everything | believe in, now | surrender.

All to Jesus | surrender, all to Him | freely give.
| will ever love and trust Him; in His presence daily live.
| give my all to follow Jesus. | surrender all.
Now | surrender.

Shine Your light and let the whole world see.
We're singing for the glory of the risen King.

REFRAIN...
He is mighty to save.

3



The SCRIPTURE
PSALTER READING:
Psalm 133
GOSPEL READING
Matthew 15:(10-20)21-28
The Word of the Lord ... Thanks be to God!

MORNING MESSAGE
Rev. Erica L. Harley

Responding to God’'s Word

¥ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (The Confession of 1967, inclusive language ed.)
God's sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human
mind. Human thought ascribes to God superlatives of power,
wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ
by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of
the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men and women. The
power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that
the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve
the purpose of God'’s love. Amen.

3 SONG of AFFIRMATION
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!, GtG 263

HEINVITATION to the OFFERING

Leader: God has called God's people together from the beginning,
equipping each of us with talent, blessing each of us with gifts, and being
a part of each of our stories. As we bring forward our offerings of time
and talents, as we give back from what we have been given, and as we
continue to share our testimony with one another, we express our
gratitude to God. Let us bring forth our offerings with thanksgiving.

The OFFERTORY
Presented by Members of VANCE VOICES of the VALLEY
Not One Sparrow Is Forgotten
Shaker Hymn arranged by William Hawley

Not one sparrow is forgotten,
E'en the raven God will feed:;
And the lily of the valley
From His bounty hath its need.

Then shall | not trust Thee, Father,
In Thy mercy have a share?
And through faith and prayer, my Mother,
Merit Thy protecting care?

38 DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow, GtG 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



#PRAYER of DEDICATION (Isaiah 56:7)

Holy God, you tell us that “offerings will be accepted on your altar,
for your house shall be called a house of prayer.” Thank you for all
that you have given us. Continue to guide us as we dedicate these
offerings and our lives to you. Amen.

MORNING PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth, as it is in Heaven!
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen!

Taking God’s Word out, into our Worlds

#CLOSING HYMN Standing on the Promises, GtG 838
FBENEDICTION

F$BENEDICTION RESPONSE VANCE CHOIR
$POSTLUDE

¥ Please stand if able.

GtG=Glory to God Hymnal
Songs used with CCLI License # 1223079
CCS License #11957
CVLI License #505495174
10:00 a.m. Service of Worship regularly broadcast over WKWK-FM 97.3

Today's worship service liturgy is written by Rev. Dr. Thomas J. Carrico, Jr., and
provided for free distribution by Presbyterian Outlook, 2026.



AdVance Annouwncements

Welcome to Vance Memorial Presbyterian Church, a traditional church
with Spirit, serving the greater Wheeling Community and beyond! We
welcome our radio congregation listening to our live worship on 97.3
WKWK-FM and to our Facebook Live congregation watching on
facebook.com/VancePresbyterian. Remote listeners can go to
vancechurch.org, select the “News" tab and choose “Bulletin” to follow
along with a PDF of the worship service. If you ever need prayer or would
like home communion, please contact the church office at 1-304-232-
0980.

Worship guests are particularly welcome this morning. Please stop by the
Welcome Center in the Narthex to receive a free gift and to leave us your
contact information.

We thank Gail Looney for serving as the Liturgist today.
Next week is as follows:
Looking for volunteers for Greeter and Welcome Center
Liturgist is Rev. Erica Harley

o Ushers are Drew Seabright, Andy Barger, Tom John, and
Janet Hart



Vonce Colendor

Week of August 16, 2026 tharoughv August 23, 2026

Sunday, August 16
e 10am, Worship Service, Sanctuary
e 11:15am, Deacon’s Meeting, Wheeler Room
e 6pm, Washington Presbyterian Church Fellowship, Robbie Clarke
Room

Monday, August 17
e 12pm, Al-Anon Support Group, Wheeler Room
® 6pm, Celebrate Recovery Step Study, Wheeler Room
Tuesday, August 18
e 7pm, Scouts Troops 6 and 6000, Fellowship Hall & C.E. Classrooms
Wednesday, August 19
e 10am-2pm, Elizabeth Blake, WV SHIP, Wheeler Room
e 6pm, Narcotic Anonymous, Primary Chapel
e 6:15pm, EF&M Committee Meeting, Wheeler Room
e 7pm, Junior League, Junior League Room, 3" Floor
Thursday, August 20
e 4:30pm, Vets with Guitars, Merriman Chapel
e 6pm, Celebrate Recovery Small Plate & Fellowship, Narthex
e 6:30pm, Celebrate Recovery, Merriman Chapel
Friday, August 21

Saturday, August 22

e 6pm, Alcoholics Anonymous Anniversary Dinner, Potter Chapel
Sunday, August 23

e 10am, Worship Service, Sanctuary

¢ 11:15am, Fellowship Snacks, Narthex

~N~~~~

Vance Church events are in bold type.
Vance Church also houses the offices of Upper Ohio Valley Presbytery, Young Life,
Junior League, Harmony House,
and Wishing Well Learning Center.



The PASTOR and CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Erica L. Harley ~ Senior Pastor
Janet Hart ~ Clerk of Session
Janice Carenbauer ~ Church Office
Administrator
Deborah Podolski Breiding ~ Director
of Music
Jay Carenbauer ~ Head Custodian
Chaz Erazmus ~ Custodian
Keith Wilson ~ Sound, Video, and
Media Coordinator
Michelle Harriman ~ Nursery
Coordinator

~ MINISTERS of the CHURCH: ALL
MEMBERS ~

MISSION PERSONNEL of OUR DIRECT
CONCERN
Caleb and Claire (Seabright) Bermudez



