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VANCE MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

905 National Road, Wheeling, West Virginia 26003 

Church Telephone: (304) 232-0980 

Fax: (304) 232-0982 
vancechurch.org 

 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 

July 19, 2026 ▪ 10:00 a.m. 

  

Lectionary Selections of Scripture for this Sunday: 

Isaiah 44:6-8 ~ Psalm 86:11-17  

Romans 8:12-25 ~ Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 
Vance Memorial Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

is a welcoming, active, community-oriented, 

 theologically Reformed congregation  

where all people are celebrated and valued  

as we worship the Triune God, engage in mission,  

and serve our community and beyond. 
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Gathering around God’s Word 
 

PRELUDE & CHIMES 
 

GREETINGS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL to WORSHIP  

Liturgist: Surely the Lord is in this place, and we did not know it. 

All: We do not know when and where God’s glorious presence will 

show up. 

Liturgist: Surely we are the Body of Christ. 

All: We cannot say to one another, “I have no need of you.” 

Liturgist: Surely our God is a mystery that cannot be contained. 

All: Let us worship our unpredictable and uncontrollable God! 
 

OPENING PRAYER  

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ and make yourself our 

guest. Amid the cares of our daily lives, make us attentive to your 

voice and alert to your presence, that we may treasure your word 

above all else. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God 

forever and ever. Amen.  
 

OPENING HYMN of PRAISE               Gather Us In, GtG 401          
 

CONFESSION and time of self-examination (congregation may be seated)  

Leader: Before a word is on our tongue, God knows it completely. Before 

we ask for forgiveness, God is at work to set things right. Let us therefore 

confess our sin and the sin of the world together: 

All: Lord, you have searched us and found us wanting. You have 

known our inmost thoughts and called us to better things. You have 

set us in this world to love and serve you by loving and serving one 

another, to worship you by tending to those most vulnerable among 

us. When we fail, do not abandon us. When we go astray, call us back 

home. Search us O God, and know our hearts. Test us and know our 

thoughts. Root out the wicked ways in us, and lead us in the way 

everlasting. 
 

SILENT PRAYER of CONFESSION 

 

SUNG RESPONSE                Spirit of the Living God, GtG 288 
 

DECLARATION OF PARDON  

Leader: Where can we go from God’s spirit, or where can we flee from 

God’s presence? Even if we take the wings of the morning or settle at the 

farthest limits of the sea, God’s hand will find us and hold us fast. Proclaim 

the good news with me: 

All: Our God does not abandon us to sin or brokenness. In Jesus 

Christ, we are forgiven and called back home. Thanks be to God. 
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 GLORIA PATRI                    Glory Be to the Father, GtG 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

 PASSING the PEACE of CHRIST 

May the Peace of Christ be with you!  And also, with you! 

 

Encountering God’s Word 
 

 SONG of ILLUMINATION  

                     In Christ There Is No East or West, GtG 318 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

The ANTHEM 

Search Me, O God 
Lyrics by Joy Sherman Based on Psalm 139 

Music by Lloyd Larson 
 

REFRAIN: 

Search me, O God, and know my heart  

as You have searched and known before;  

who I am, where I go, what I say and what I know.  

Search my heart that I may love You more. 
 

You know where I’ve been and where I’m going,  

when I’m asleep and when I rise. 

You know my thoughts before I think them. 

Nothing is hidden from Your eyes. 

REFRAIN… 
 

You know my steps before I take them. 

You ordered each and ev’ry one. 

The darkness will not hide me from You,  

for night to You shines as the sun. 
 

From heavens high to valleys low, there is nowhere I can go  

 where Your Spirit will not find me and remain. 

For You formed me with Your hands by Your pure and holy plan.  

I will now and ever sing this glad refrain: 

REFRAIN… 

 

The SCRIPTURE 

NEWER TESTAMENT READING: 

Romans 8:12-25 

GOSPEL READING 

Mathew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The Word of the Lord … Thanks be to God! 
 

MORNING MESSAGE 

Rev. Peter F. Jessen 
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Responding to God’s Word 
 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (from the Second Helvetic Confession) 

The Church is an assembly of the faithful, called or gathered out of 

the world. They are all citizens of the one city, living under the same 

Lord, under the same laws, and in the same fellowship with all good 

things. Those who are in the Church have one faith and one spirit; 

they worship but one God, and in God alone they worship in spirit 

and truth. Hence, we must be very careful not to judge before the 

time, nor undertake to exclude, reject, or cut off those whom the 

Lord does not want to have excluded or rejected, and those whom 

we cannot eliminate without loss to the Church. 
 

 SONG of AFFIRMATION         God of the Fertile Fields, GtG 714 
 

INVITATION to the OFFERING   

Leader: The creation groans with labor pains, waiting and longing for the 

children of God to be revealed. As God’s people, called to be those 

children, let us give back a portion of what has been given to us as we 

receive the morning offering. 
 

The OFFERTORY 

God of Wonders 
Words and Music by Steve Hindalong & Marc Byrd 

Choral Setting by Jack Schrader 
 

Lord of all creation, of water, earth and sky;  

the heavens are your tabernacle, glory to the Lord on high. 
 

REFRAIN:  

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, you are holy, holy. 

 The universe declares your majesty, you are holy, holy. 

Lord of heaven and earth. 
 

Early in the morning, I will celebrate the light. 

When I stumble in the darkness, I will call your name by night.   

REFRAIN… 
 

 Hallelujah, to the Lord of heaven and earth.  REFRAIN… 
 

Lord of heaven you are holy, you are holy, O Lord. 
 

 DOXOLOGY   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow, GtG 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER of DEDICATION   

Gracious God, you have sown good seed among us. Receive now the 

harvest of what you have planted, the good gifts of our lives, time 

and resources, to further your kin-dom of heaven. Amen. 
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MORNING PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  

on earth, as it is in Heaven! 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory forever. Amen! 
 

Taking God’s Word out, into our Worlds 
 

 CLOSING HYMN                  Bring Forth the Kingdom                                                                      
                                    TEXT and TUNE by Marty Haugen 

 

1. You are salt for the earth, O people: Salt for the Kingdom of God! 

Share the flavor of life, O people: Life in the Kingdom of God! REFRAIN… 
 

2. You are a light on the hill, O people: Light for the City of God! 

Shine so holy and bright, O people: Shine for the Kingdom of God! REFRAIN… 
 

3. You are a seed of the Word, O people: Bring forth the Kingdom of God! 

Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, Grow in the Kingdom of God! REFRAIN… 
 

4. We are a blest and a pilgrim people: Bound for the Kingdom of God! 

Love our Journey and love our homeland: Love is the Kingdom of God! 

REFRAIN… 
 

REFRAIN: Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, Bring forth the Kingdom of peace; 

Bring forth the Kingdom of justice, Bring forth the City of God! 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE                       VANCE CHOIR  
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 Please stand if able. 

GtG=Glory to God Hymnal 

Songs used with CCLI License # 1223079 

CCS License #11957 

CVLI License #505495174 

10:00 a.m. Service of Worship regularly broadcast over WKWK-FM 97.3 

 

Today’s worship service liturgy is written by Ginna Bairby, and provided for free 

distribution by Presbyterian Outlook, 2026. 
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AdVance Announcements 

• Welcome to Vance Memorial Presbyterian Church, a traditional church 

with Spirit, serving the greater Wheeling Community and beyond! We 

welcome our radio congregation listening to our live worship on 97.3 

WKWK-FM and to our Facebook Live congregation watching on 

facebook.com/VancePresbyterian. Remote listeners can go to 

vancechurch.org, select the “News” tab and choose “Bulletin” to follow 

along with a PDF of the worship service. If you ever need prayer or would 

like home communion, please contact the church office at 1-304-232-

0980. 

 

• Worship guests are particularly welcome this morning. Please stop by the 

Welcome Center in the Narthex to receive a free gift and to leave us your 

contact information. 

 

• Vacation Bible School is coming July 20-24. Please take a FROG Prayer 

Card, and remember to pray for our Vacation Bible School and the 

children and volunteers attending! There is still time to sign your children 

up. Please see Pastor Erica or Janice Carenbauer to do so!  

 

• We thank Rowena Baker for serving as liturgist today, and Rev. Peter 

Jessen for filling the pulpit. 

 

• Pastor Erica is at the Celebrate Recovery National Summit in Nashville 

this week. Please call 608-322-2522 if you need her. Pastor Peter Jesson 

is also available.  

 

• Next week is as follows: 

 

o Greeter is Michelle John 

o Liturgist is Rev. Erica Harley  

o Ushers are Bob Kanters, Bob Mead, Frank Provance,  

Jeanne Finstein  
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Vance Calendar 
Week of July 19, 2026 through July 26, 2026 

Sunday, July 19 

• 10am, Worship Service with Rev. Peter Jessen, Sanctuary 

• 6pm, Washington Presbyterian Church Fellowship, Robbie Clarke 

Room   

Monday, July 20  

• 10am, Red Cross Blood Drive, Fellowship Hall  

• 12pm, Al-Anon Support Group, Wheeler Room 

• 5:30pm Vacation Bible School, Christ United Methodist Church  

• 6pm, Celebrate Recovery Step Study, Wheeler Room     

Tuesday, July 21  

• 5:30pm, Vacation Bible School, Christ United Methodist Church  

• 7pm, Scouts Troops 6 and 6000, Fellowship Hall & C.E. Classrooms 

Wednesday, July 22 

• 10am-2pm, Elizabeth Blake, WV SHIP, Wheeler Room      

• 5:30pm, Vacation Bible School, Christ United Methodist Church  

• 6pm, Narcotic Anonymous, Primary Chapel   

• 7pm, Junior League, Junior League Room, 3rd Floor 

Thursday, July 23 

• 2pm, Laura Grube’s Violin & Piano Recital, Sanctuary  

• 4:30pm, Vets with Guitars, Merriman Chapel 

• 5:30pm, Vacation Bible School, Christ United Methodist Church  

• 6pm, Celebrate Recovery Small Plate & Fellowship, Narthex    

• 6:30pm, Celebrate Recovery, Merriman Chapel 

Friday, July 24 

• 5:30pm, Vacation Bible School, Christ United Methodist Church  

Saturday, July 25       

• 6pm, Alcoholics Anonymous Anniversary Dinner, Potter Chapel  

Sunday, July 26 

• 10am, Worship Service, Sanctuary 

• 11:15am, Fellowship Snacks, Narthex 

• 6pm, Ice Cream Social, Fellowship Hall   

~~~~~ 

 

Vance Church events are in bold type. 

Vance Church also houses the offices of Upper Ohio Valley Presbytery, Young Life,  

Junior League, Harmony House, 

and Wishing Well Learning Center. 
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