VANCE MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
905 National Road, Wheeling, West Virginia 26003
Church Telephone: (304) 232-0980
Fax: (304) 232-0982

vancechurch.org

Baptism of the Lord
January 11, 2026 = 10:00 a.m.

Lectionary Selections of Scripture for this Sunday:
Isaiah 42:1-9 ~ Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43 ~ Matthew 3:13-17

Vance Memorial Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
is a welcoming, active, community-oriented,
theologically Reformed congregation
where all people are celebrated and valued
as we worship the Triune God, engage in mission,
and serve our community and beyond.
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Gathering around God’'s Word

PRELUDE
CHIMES
GREETINGS and ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL to WORSHIP (from Psalm 148)

Liturgist: The voice of the Lord is powerful and full of majesty.

All: May the Lord bless us with God’s Peace!

Liturgist: The voice of the Lord proclaimed Jesus as God's beloved.
All: In our own baptisms, we are claimed as God’s beloved.

OPENING PRAYER

Holy God, you sent your Son to be baptized among sinners, to
seek and save the lost. May we, who have been baptized, never
turn away from the world, but reach out in love to rescue the
wayward; by the mercy of Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

¥$OPENING HYMN of PRAISE
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!, GtG 1

CONFESSION and time of self-examination (congregation may be seated)
Leader: On this Baptism of the Lord Sunday, we remember our own
baptisms, where we were claimed as children of the covenant and
beloved of God. Yet we live as those who are alienated from God. We
have turned away from God, one another and the earth. Let us confess
our sins, trusting in God's mercy.

All: Merciful God, we confess that we are estranged from you and
from one another. We treat others as strangers rather than as
people created in your image and fellow children of God. We exploit
the earth as though it were our possession rather than a gift
entrusted to our care and a reflection of your image and glory.
Forgive us our sins and transform us by your Spirit that we might
live as people who have been baptized as your own children.

SILENT PRAYER of CONFESSION

SUNG RESPONSE Spirit of the Living God, GtG 288

DECLARATION OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, hear the good news of the gospel — and of Jesus’
solidarity in his own baptism by John with all who have been immersed
in baptismal waters, repenting of their sin. In Jesus’ name, God has
forgiven us of our own sins and set us on new paths. Let us remember
our baptisms and trust in God’s mercy to restore our right standing as
God's own.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen!



38 GLORIA PATRI Glory Be to the Father, GtG 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

38 PASSING the PEACE of CHRIST
May the Peace of Christ be with you! And also, with you!

Encountering God’s Word

38 SONG of ILLUMINATION
Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart, GtG 688

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

(Preschool children are dismissed to the Nursery)

The ANTHEM

| Know the Lord’s Laid His Hands on Me
TRADITIONAL SPIRITUAL
Arranged by Lloyd Larson

Did you ever see the like before,
King Jesus preaching to the poor?

Wasn't that a happy day,
When Jesus washed my sins away?

My Lord's done just what He said,
He's healed the sick and raised the dead!

The SCRIPTURE
OLDER TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 42:1-9
GOSPEL READING
Matthew 3:13-17
The Word of the Lord ... Thanks be to God!

MORNING MESSAGE
Rev. Erica L. Harley

Responding to God’s Word

38 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (from A Brief Statement of Faith)

All: We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and
renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us
free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The
same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith
and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word
proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the
bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to
all ministries of the Church.



38 SONG of AFFIRMATION There's a Sweet, Sweet Spirit, GtG 408

HEINVITATION to the OFFERING

Leader: On the Baptism of the Lord Sunday, we celebrate the great gift
of Baptism and the life of promise therein. God has given us life and
resources for it, so let us give in return.

The OFFERTORY

Your Still, Small Voice
Text by Charlotte Lee (Based on | Kings 19:11-12)
Words by Douglas E. Wagner

REFRAIN:

Your still, small voice, Lord, let me hear it,
your still, small voice in this frantic/troubled world.
Your still, small voice, calm my restless spirit;
Speak to me until | find my rest in you.

Lord, | heard you not in the thunder, nor the fire, nor the whirlwind's blast;
But perhaps in silent wonder, you will touch my life at last. REFRAIN...

In the quiet peace of the morning, When the day is fresh and clear,
speak to me, Lord, | will listen, call to me and | will hear. REFRAIN...

¥ DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow, GtG 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

J$PRAYER of DEDICATION
O God, in our baptisms we have been named and claimed as your
covenant people, connected deeply with you, with one another, and
with the earth. May these gifts be used as a witness to your love, peace
and justice at work in the world, renewing the face of the earth.

MORNING PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth, as it is in Heaven!
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen!

Taking God’'s Word out, into our Worlds

¥ CLOSING HYMN Great is Thy Faithfulness, GtG 39
FBENEDICTION
FBENEDICTION RESPONSE VANCE CHOIR



3$POSTLUDE

3 Please stand if able.

GtG=Glory to God Hymnal
Songs used with CCLI License # 1223079
CCS License #11957
CVLI License #505495174
10:00 a.m. Service of Worship regularly broadcast over WKWK-FM 97.3

Today's worship service liturgy is written by Roger Gench, and provided for free distribution
by Presbyterian Outlook, 2026.

AdVance Annouwncements

e Welcome to Vance Memorial Presbyterian Church, a traditional church
with Spirit, serving the greater Wheeling Community and beyond! We
welcome our radio congregation listening to our live worship on 97.3
WKWK-FM and to our Facebook Live congregation watching on
facebook.com/VancePresbyterian. Remote listeners can go to
vancechurch.org, select the "News" tab and choose “Bulletin” to follow
along with a PDF of the worship service. If you ever need prayer or would
like home communion, please contact the church office at 1-304-232-
0980.

e Worship guests are particularly welcome this morning. Please stop by the
Welcome Center in the Narthex to receive a free gift and to leave us your
contact information.

e We thank Sue Abraham for serving as liturgist today.

e The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25, 2026,
immediately after Worship in the Sanctuary.

Reports for the Annual Report are due to, and appreciated by, the Church
Office ASAP.

e Next week is as follows:
o Ushers are Drew Seabright, Tom John, Andy Barger,

Janet Hart
o Liturgistis Rowena Baker



Vonece Colendor

Week of Janunary 11, 2026 thurough Janunary 18, 2026

Sunday, January 11
¢ 9am, Children’s Sunday School, C.E. Classrooms
e 9am, Youth Sunday School, Robbie Clarke Room
¢ 10am, Worship Service, Sanctuary
Monday, January 12
e 11am, Red Cross Blood Drive, Fellowship Hall
e 12pm, Al-Anon Support Group, Wheeler Room
e 1pm, Ted Rouse Audio Recording, Narthex
e 6:30pm, Cub Scouts Den Meeting, Fellowship Hall & CE Classrooms
e 7pm, Session, Squibb Room
Tuesday, January 13
« 10am, Staff Meeting, Church Office
*  4pm, Susan Eismon Bible Study, Squibb Room
«  6pm, Ohio County Master Gardeners, Robbie Clarke Room

* 7pm, Scouting America Troop 6, Fellowship Hall & CE Classrooms
Wednesday, January 14
e 5pm, Nourish to Flourish, Robbie Clarke Room
e 6pm, Narcotic Anonymous, Primary Chapel
e 7pm, Scouting America Troop 6000, Fellowship Hall
e 7pm, Junior League, Junior League Room, 3™ Floor
Thursday, January 15
e 4:30pm, Vets with Guitars, Merriman Chapel
e 6pm, Celebrate Recovery Small Plate & Fellowship, Narthex
e 6:30pm, Celebrate Recovery, Merriman Chapel
Friday, January 16

Saturday, January 17
e 7pm, Alcoholics Anonymous, Potter Chapel
Sunday, January 18
¢ 9am, Children’s Sunday School, C.E. Classrooms
e 9am, Youth Sunday School, Robbie Clarke Room
e 10am, Worship Service, Sanctuary
e 11:15am, Deacon’s Meeting, Wheeler Room
e 6pm, Washington Presbyterian Church Fellowship, Robbie Clarke Room
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