
Nursing Home Sing-Alongs 
 

Our interim interim pastor Bob   
Willits has been taking his guitar 
and singing “good old” hymns 
and gospel songs with nursing 
home residents ever since he 
first went into the ministry 35 
years ago. He’s still at it, and 
would love to have you join 
him.  Let’s meet at Vance a half 
hour before the appointed time 
and carpool together.   
 

Here is the schedule of upcoming sings: 
Tue. Feb. 20,  2:30 pm – Good Shepherd Home 
Thu. Feb. 22, 11:00 am – Peterson Rehabilitation &  
                                                     Nursing Center 
Tue. Feb. 27,  2:00 pm – Bishop Hodges Continuous Care 
 

For more information, or to sign up to join the fun, just call the 
church office! 

Youth Mentoring Program 
When Big Brothers Big Sisters closed their local    
chapter, YSS absorbed the program, re-naming it the 
Youth Mentoring Program.  Today, the need for     
caring and responsible adults to develop and sustain 
a relationship with a child, age 5-17, is greater than 
ever.  Children benefit from mentoring by increased 
self-esteem, better school performance, improved 
relationships with family and friends, and avoidance 
of alcohol and drug use. 

Please consider becoming a mentor.  We ask that you (any adult age 18 or over)     
commit for a year to spend four hours a month with a child in need. The Youth       
Mentoring Program offers group activities, sporting event tickets, and other supports 
to enhance the experience. YSS conducts a thorough background check on every     
potential mentor, and every relationship is supervised by a professionally trained     
social worker. 
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For further information, contact: Connie Ball: (304)-218-2857 at  cball@ysswv.com, or 
                                                   Jane Ketcham: (304) 830-9516 at jketcham@ysswv.com 
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Mark 9:2-9 Study Notes 
 

9:2-13  Jesus is transformed into a more divine manifestation before the 
three disciples and is visited by Elijah and Moses.  Afterwards he discuss-
es the coming of Elijah with the disciples (Matt 17:1-13; Luke 9:28-36).  
Throughout, the incomprehension of the disciples is on display. 9:2  Six 
days is an unusually exact time reference; some scholars argue that this 
incident is a ñmisplacedò resurrection appearance story and the ñsix daysò 
refer to the crucifixion and the burial (i.e., after three days he rose; after 
six days he appeared).  Whatever the origin of the story, Mark uses it here 
as a reminder of Jesusô divine pedigree perhaps because of the growing 
disbelief surrounding him as he moves toward Jerusalem.  Jesus takes the 
three disciples with him (see 5:37; 14:33) to a high mountain (see 3:13).  
Transfigured means that he is changed into a more divine figure, one no 
longer of this world (see Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18).  9:3  No one in Greek is 
actually ñno fuller,ò a person whose occupation was bleaching cloth white.  
White clothing symbolized purity and often divine status (see 16:5)  9:4 
The reason for the phrase Elijah with Moses is uncertain.  Elijah was to 
come again as a precursor to the Messiah (see Mal. 4:5-6; also 1:6; 6:14; 
9:11-13).  Some Jews believed that Moses, like Elijah (2 Kgs 2:9-12), had 
not died but instead been directly taken up into heaven (cf. Deut 34:5-6)  
At any rate, both are still alive in the divine realm and can talk with Jesus 
(see 12:24-27).  9.5  Dwellings, literally ñtentsò in Greek, were often asso-
ciated with the Jewish Festival of Booths (see Lev. 23:39-43).  Peter in-
tends them to be dwellings for these divine visitors (Exod 25:8-9; Acts 
7:43; Rev. 21:3).  9:6  The inappropriate offer arises out of the disciplesô 
insane fear (see note at 4:40-41).  9:7  Cloud  is a common element in the-
ophanies (divine appearances, as in Exod 24:15-18; Isa 4:5; Ezek 1:4).  
The voice repeats its earlier affirmation of Jesusô identity (see 1:1, 11; cf. 
Ps 2:7).  Hear him is an odd command in the midst of a story focused on 
Jesusô divine appearance.  Perhaps the disciples are being told not to con-
centrate on Jesusô glory but instead listen to his world of suffering (see 
8:34-38).  9:9  To tell no one é until after:  This command of silence (see 
1:34, 44; 3:11-12; 5:43; 7:36; 8:30; 9:30) adds a new element: the resur-
rection as a time limit.  Son of Man is often used in mark as a self-
reference by Jesus.  The term usually relates to his special powers by may 
also carry an apocalyptic overtone. 

 

~ Study Notes taken from The New Interpreterôs Study Bible, NRSV 
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¶ Good Morning! Please fill-out, sign and pass the Pew Pad to  
fellow worshippers and place it in the pew rack near the center 
aisle. Please place today’s slip in the offering plate as it passes. 

¶ We thank Michelle John for serving as our liturgist in worship. 

¶ Flowers have been placed in the sanctuary in honor of Grace & 
Nicholas Landini. 

¶ Food Pantry: The Deacon’s would like to thank the church for 
their generous donations of non-perishable food items to the 
Food Pantry. In JANUARY, your generosity helped 11 Ohio   
County Families with Groceries!  ***FEBRUARY is Hot & Cold 
Cereals and Soup & Crackers MONTH ***  Please use a 
“FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS” envelope in the pew rack for 
your monetary donations, and place them in the offering plate 
as it passes. 

¶ Church Office hours:  Mon.-Thurs. 9am-3pm &  Fri. 9am-12pm.  

¶ Phone Number for  Rev. Bob 
Willits, Interim Pastor: 1-304-
312-5712 (mobile) and Email 
Address:  sbwillits@yahoo.com 
Home Address: Sharon and Bob 
Willits, 316 Hazelett Ave., 
Wheeling, WV 26003 
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Please pray for our Pastor 
Elect Rev. Erica Harley  

 

She is needing prayer about 
finding housing in our     

community as she prepares 
to minister to Vance Church.  

We will be offering Communion and    

Ashes on Wednesday February 14 from 

4-7pm in Merriman Chapel.  Drop in any 

time! The whole community is invited! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________  

ALSO, we will be using our Lenten wreath to 

observe a Ritual of Diminishing Lights during 

the 6 weeks of Lent.  WE NEED    

READERS!  If you or your family would like 

to be LENTEN READERS, please  

sign-up on the list in the Narthex or call Jane. 

SOUP & SALAD LUNCHEON 

The Deacons  have rescheduled  
their soup and salad luncheon 
with rolls and birthday cake to  
Sunday, March 4, 2018  
in Fellowship Hall!  
YOU are invited! 


